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Modern issues in traditional, technical occupation
training systems

Naoyoshi SATO, Toshiyuki INOMATA

Many traditional, technical occupations entail hereditary and apprenticeship-style selection and training,
involving the creation of training systems unrelated to typical school-based education. Further, trade as-
sociations have continued to handle the procurement, placement, and skill improvement of personnel that
form the basis of these systems, and also make efforts toward improving member working conditions.
An example of this can be seen with a master sake brewer, an occupation which has seen significant
changes in skill transmission and reproduction systems, with the switch from seasonal to year-round em-
ployment. Trade associations are currently facing a contradiction: along with the improvement of labor
conditions, which is in itself an objective of the associations, awareness of the existence of unions grows

weaker.

Key words : traditional technical occupations, professional development, occupational requirements
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