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A treatment of picture naming for acute aphasia
: A new attempt by treatment utilizing semantic feature

and phonological component information.

Yuki Ishii?, Noriko Haruhara?
1) Department of Rehabilitation, Faculty of Medical Science & Welfare, Tohoku Bunka
Gakuen University
2) Department of Speech, Language and Hearing Therapy, Faculty of Health Sciences,

Mejiro University

Abstract

Thus far, there have been very few detailed reports on therapies for naming deficits in
acute aphasia around the world. Semantic feature analysis (SFA) and phonological
component analysis (PCA) are said to be useful treatments for chronic aphasia, but
patients must first spontaneously generate the multiple semantic features or
phonological components. This can be a heavy burden for patients in the acute state.
Therefore, we changed this generating task to a choice task. We subsequently examined
the usefulness of therapy for naming deficits using the choice-semantic feature task
(S-therapy) and choice-phonological component task (P-therapy) in the acute state. The
participants were five peoples with aphasia caused by stroke. We performed two
therapies on the same participant in the acute state using alternating treatments
designs. As a result, in S-therapy, 2 out of 5 participants had a significantly improved
correct answer rate compared to the baseline period. In P-therapy, 4 out of 5
participants improved. These results suggest that this training is useful for naming
therapy for aphasia in the acute state. We conclude that both therapies can improve
speech production without interfering with spontaneous recovery, and thus could play a

part in the early rehabilitation of aphasia.

[Key words] acute state, treatment of a picture naming, aphasia
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