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Placement activities of physical therapy students during

the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic

Mayumi Nagai?, Kayoko Kenmyo?, Rieko katsura?, Jun Onobe?, Takeshi Kobayashi?
1) Faculty of Medical Science and Welfare, Tohoku Bunka Gakuen University

Abstract

In 2020, due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the recruitment of new
graduates in general companies was later than usual. However, it is unclear whether
there were any changes in the placement activities of students from the Physical
Therapy Course at Tohoku Bunka Gakuen University. This study investigated the
placement activity situation of the students and the number of placements available
accepted by the university in 2020 compared to in 2019. A questionnaire survey on
placement activity was conducted on 95 fourth-year students from the Physical Therapy
Course of the university in 2019-2020. More than 95% of the students gained
employment in medical institutions in both 2019 and 2020. In 2020, students gained the
most employment one month later than in 2019. Furthermore, the percentage of
students who gained employment from their most wanted medical institution was lower
in 2020 than in 2019. The number of placements accepted by the university were fewer
in 2020 than in 2019. These results suggest that placement activities in 2020 were
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic since the application period of medical institutions

was closed earlier than normal due to the state of emergency and other influences.

[Key words] COVID-19, physical therapy students, placement activities
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