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Current Status of Local Communities and Agriculture after the Lifting
of Evacuation Order: A Case of Naraha Town, Fukushima Prefecture

Ayami SAITO

Summary

The purpose of this study is to investigate the current situation of District C (pseudonyms) of Naraha town
in Fukushima Prefecture and agriculture after the lifting of the evacuation order of the TEPCQO’s nuclear power
plant accident from a regional and community study’s perspective. For the purpose, this paper mainly focuses
on company S (pseudonyms) which farms in Naraha town and its employee Mr. A (pseudonyms). Based on
interviews with Mr. A, it clarifies the changes in farming conditions in the town and District C before and
after the nuclear power plant accident, as well as in the farming conditions of Company S. In addition, we also
identify how the local communality, which was practiced based on agricultural relationship, has changed.

In terms of population and landscape, Naraha town appears to have recovered. However, a detailed review
of the farming operation and local community shows that the situation is not same as the pre-disaster state. It
is clear that the drastic decrease in the number of farmers brought about individualization, commodification,
and de-regionalization of the residents' lives, which had been woven into the agricultural practices, such as the
“yui”, that is reciprocity, of rice farmers, management of irrigation canals, and shrine management by livestock
farmers.

Key words : Nuclear accident evacuation, reconstruction, agriculture, local communality, Naraha Town
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