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Eight years development of the graduate school for

nurse practitioner
Takao Watanabe, M.D. 1)

1) Department of Nursing, Faculty of Medical Science and Welfare, Tohoku Bunka Gakuen University

Abstract

We present our experience in newly developed graduate school of nurse practitioner, and why nurse
practitioner should play a role in current aging society in Tohoku region, and how nurse practitioner
should develop professional skills and knowledge. We designed nurse practitioner course for
experienced nurses as a graduate school for a member of society. Fifty-eight students were admitted
and 41 were graduated having passed the examination of Japanese Organization Nurse Practitioner
Faculties. Almost all graduates are working in hospitals in many departments. They are dedicating for
surgical management, emergency medicine, many other medical involvements and for on the job
education for hospital nurses. We periodically have had seminars and workshops for postgraduate
training and recurrent education. The fourth annual meeting of Japan Society of Nurse Practitioner
was hold in our campus 23, 24 November 2018, where both academic sessions and workshops were open.
The number of finished trainee of “Tokuteikoui kennsyuu organized by Health, Labour and Welfare
Ministry has increased to 1006 and is expected to increase significantly, whereas that of nurse
practitioner completed master's degree is still 349. Therefore, nurse practitioners with master's degree
should be expected to significantly contribute on a regional medical service with directive leadership
among nurses with various training level and co-workers. Simultaneously, they will be expected to have
directive role in in-hospital on the job educational training for nurse and medical employee. They will
develop co-operative work-ship in team medicine in hospitals and regional medical service.

[Key words] nurse practitioner, graduate school for a member of society, lifelong education



