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Though nothing can bring back the hour /
Of splendor in the grass, of glory in the flower
/ We will grieve not, rather find / Strength in
what remains behind.”
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Pathography of William Motter Inge

-Depression, Alcoholism, Homosexuality-

Fumiaki FUTAKI

Abstract

William Motter Inge (1913-1973) is during the 1950s the most commercially successful American playwright,
noted for works such as drama Picnic and screenplay A splendor in the grass. After the 1960s, he did not have
a success, and the last novel was rejected by the publisher. In his early twenties Inge suffered from depression,
alcoholism and also homosexuality. Critics comment that Inge’s dominant theme is “acceptance” and
“compromise”, which author considers as his characteristics of personality rather than his philosophy of life. As
far as family is concerned, his father was a salesman who is not at home almost all year round. As a result, Inge
grew up under the strong influence of nervous, overprotective mother and eldest brother who is fourteen years
senior to him. Inge’s personality and homosexuality were formed by the psycho-dynamics with them. Inge had
no choice but to take up writing professionally to escape from the bitterness derived from his personality and the

agony of homosexuality. But Inge was forced to kill himself by the failure in playwrght.

Key word : William Motter Inge, depression, alcoholism, homosexuality, American drama
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